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Welcome
Welcome to the Law & Public Service (LPS) Academy!  This dynamic Academy is a four-year college preparatory program specifically designed for students with an interest in pursuing legal, government, and public service careers. The focus of the LPS Academy is to provide a dynamic learning environment for both college and career preparation through integrated projects, work-based learning, while still focusing on the core curriculum through critical thinking, creativity, communication, and collaboration. You have the privilege of becoming a part of a unique program that is preparing you for a successful future. Part of this preparation is the opportunity to participate in an internship in the community. The Academy experience will be what you make of it, so work hard and take advantage of the many opportunities that you are offered.

Several benefits of being in the LPS Academy include:

· School-within-a-school
· One of eight Career Technical Education Academies in PUSD
· Small setting, highly interactive, community involvement
· Field trips
· Internships
· Participation in Teen Court

Academy Goals 
Our Academy offers A-G courses (UC College entrance requirements) as well as Advanced Placement Courses (AP). Students learn to set goals, communicate effectively, and are able to collaborate with a diverse group of individuals. Through project-based learning, students develop and apply twenty-first century skills (communication, collaboration, creativity, critical thinking) to real world situations. Students are encouraged to develop responsibility, integrity, and a strong work ethic in order to become productive citizens with a sense of self-worth. Our Academy promotes learning opportunities outside the classroom that provide enrichment and expose students to real life careers in the public service sector. We aim to develop responsible citizens who have a desire to serve our community.



Teen Court
LPS students will have a unique opportunity to be a part of Teen Court. All LPS students will have the chance to serve as Teen Court jurors, bailiffs, and court clerks. By participating in Teen Court, LPS students will have a direct and immediate effect on the lives of other high school students. This is a great opportunity for LPS students to gain a real world view of the judicial system in California. “Teen Court” is a general term describing an alternative early intervention program that involves young people in various judicial roles, participating in the trial of a juvenile offender. It is a juvenile diversion and prevention program that links students, schools, teachers, parents, juvenile offenders, local police, civic organizations, volunteer attorneys, and the Los Angeles Superior Court in a collaborative effort to reduce recidivism and encourage juvenile offenders to accept responsibility for their actions.
 
The Teen Court program provides an opportunity for selected juvenile offenders to be questioned, judged, and sentenced by a jury of their peers. There is no lawyer role-playing. Make no mistake, this is not a mock trial or mute court. These are real youth who have committed real crimes. This program offers them an opportunity to learn from their mistakes and offers jurors a truly unique experience. There are very few schools across the nation that offer this program. 

Teen Court is based on the philosophy that both the students who volunteer to participate as jurors, clerks, and bailiffs, and the juvenile offender benefit from participation.  The premise is that a juvenile offender will not continue delinquent behavior after participating in a judicial process in which a jury of their peers determines that he or she violated the law and recommends an appropriate consequence.  Each Teen Court case teaches the juvenile offender and the student volunteers: 1) The rules of the law that apply to the particular case; 2) The consequences of the offense; and 3) How due process is observed by court procedure.  In addition, the participants – both offender and volunteer – learn about justice, power, equality, property rights, and liberty.
Justice is demonstrated when the jury exercises its power of decision to either hold the alleged offender responsible for their actions or to exonerate them of responsibility by finding them not guilty. The property rights of members of society are addressed in cases involving vandalism and theft.  Liberty is addressed when the desire of the individual offender is weighed against the rights of others. The court provides equal justice according to established rules and procedures. Participation in Teen Court is mandatory for all grade levels. 

**In the event that Teen Court is canceled a collaborative project can be substituted**
 
Freshman

The purpose of U.S. History and Public Health Policy is to analyze the significant periods of U.S. history while building and establishing a foundation of practical knowledge in healthcare applications. Students will study thematic events in history as a pathway to understand the context and scope of public health policy on both the individual level and within the public sector. Students will analyze the cause and effect relationship between events throughout U.S. history, and the country’s approach to health and medical care. Examples include the Great Depression and how the U.S. government changed policies to improve the health of the citizens as well as the impact of the Civil and World Wars and how battlefield medicine improved health care of the citizens. Students will use their analysis of the integrated curriculum that includes traditional texts, primary source health and history documents, as well as public sources to demonstrate their skills and knowledge of U.S. history through the lens of healthcare. Upon completion of the course, students will complete their U.S. history graduation requirement.
Sophomore

As a sophomore, you will begin to gain a deeper understanding of law and justice. This class will focus on areas such as constitutional law, criminal law, civil law, and family law. In this class you will gain an understanding about federal law and how it applies to the rights of citizens in America. You will also begin to explore international law and how laws in other countries differ from the United States. We will also have an in-depth exploration of civil law and examine actual civil cases in America. This course will also introduce you to report writing and the critical role it plays in the law and justice system in America. 
Junior

During your junior year you will learn and apply more advanced career technical skills.  
Foundations of Law 3 is a third year high school course where students gain a deeper understanding of Criminology and the theories behind crime. Students examine Victimology and Victimization and the resources available to victims after a crime is committed. They also examine the various data collection methods for crime in America. Students examine the effectiveness of the various crime data collection methods and how federal, state, and local agencies allocate resources based on crime data analysis. Students also examine the criminal mind and study in-depth the difference between sociopathic and psychopathic tendencies. Students examine the subculture of incarcerated individuals within the federal and state prison systems. Students also examine the similarities and differences between county jails, state prisons, and federal prisons. This course will culminate with students applying their knowledge and skills in an LPS  real life internship.
Senior

Foundations of Law 4 is a capstone course where students will be required to complete two major projects/essays. Students will apply all the knowledge they have acquired during their years in LPS to these projects. This class is treated much like a student’s senior year in college where in many academic concentrations, a capstone course is required. This course is academically rigorous while at the same time truly preparing students for what they will experience in college. 
Graduation
Upon graduation from LPS you will receive a specialized high school diploma and Academy medallion. And, you will participate in an Academy medallion ceremony in addition to the PHS graduation.



                                   Medallion Requirements
As a student in LPS, you will have the opportunity to participate in a number of activities and an internship, all of which are designed to prepare you for your career. By participating in these activities and completing these requirements, students will receive a specialized diploma and medallion. 































	It is your responsibility to communicate with your counselor to stay on track for graduation.
















Student Expectations

As an LPS student you are expected to:
1. Respect fellow students, teachers, materials and equipment. This includes theft and loss, or damage to Academy, school or private property.
2. Follow PHS rules.
3. Maintain professional appearance and attire when attending LPS events
4. Take responsibility for your actions
5. Maintain academic integrity. Do not plagiarize/copy  another person or source(s) and pass it off as your own work. Do not cheat or encourage others to do the same.
6. Be in class on time with the necessary academic materials

Possible consequences:
1. Cheating or plagiarizing will result in a zero for the assignment or exam. There will be no opportunity to make up the assignment or exam.
2. An instructor may call home to notify parents/guardians of the violation.
3. As a team, the LPS faculty may discuss an infraction and further consult with the student's parents/guardians, the student’s counselor, and if necessary, the appropriate assistant principal.
4. Any further violation will result in a review of the student’s status in the LPS Academy.

Actions that can result in immediate removal from LPS:
1. Possession of any illegal narcotic/controlled substance including but not limited to marijuana on campus 
2. Being under the influence of any illegal narcotic/controlled substances, marijuana, alcohol, or any other illegal substance while on campus. This includes during any sporting events that may be held on other school campuses.
3. Any kind of sexual misconduct or sexual harassment towards any students or faculty, both in person, or on social media.
4. Inappropriate social media posts depicting illegal weapons or threatening behavior or use of illegal narcotic/controlled substances.
5. Chronic truancy - The procedure for determining whether truancies are considered chronic is as follows: first offense, given a documented verbal warning; second offense,  a documented call home to parent/guardian will be placed; third offense, a meeting will be arranged with the counselor, student, and parent or guardian. A fourth offense is grounds for removal from the program.


Academics
At the end of each five-week grading period, the LPS faculty will review grades in all classes. All students with a failing grade (F) in two or more classes are required to attend, with their parent/guardian, the mandatory academic intervention night where you will meet with your core teachers to establish an academic improvement plan. Students will be required to complete their individually designed academic improvement plan by the end of the semester.       

Procedure for Withdrawal from the Academy
If a student is enrolled in the Academy on a district permit and withdraws from the LPS Academy, the student may no longer be eligible to attend PHS.

Intervention Policy
Students who are found to be continually disruptive to the classroom learning environment, may be moved to a more appropriate setting. Students may be removed from the program at the change in semester for severe discipline infractions such as verbal or physical abuse, theft, illegal use of equipment, fighting, threatening other students, or disrupting the learning environment. Illegal drug use, illegal drug possession, and any kind of sexual misconduct will result in immediate removal from the LPS Academy. The above stated violations will be treated with a zero tolerance policy. This policy is made to ensure that every student and teacher has the right to a safe and healthy educational environment.

Intervention Policy Procedures:
1. Teacher conference with student 
2. Teacher conference with parents/guardians and student
3. LPS Parent/Student Conference Night
4. SST meeting (The Student Study Team is a partnership between the school and home that uses a problem- solving approach to help students be more successful in school)
5. Students will be removed from the LPS program. If  the student is under permit to attend PHS, then the permit will be revoked. The student will then be required to return to the original home school based on their residence address. 

PHS Classes
In addition to the LPS classes, it may be necessary for students to take additional classes, such as foreign language and physical education, in order to fulfill graduation requirements.  The classes must be approved by the PHS counselor prior to enrollment in these courses.  It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that graduation requirements are met.
  
Extracurricular
In LPS you are both a PHS and an LPS student.  You are highly encouraged to run for office, play team sports, join clubs and get involved in the life of the school.  LPS enhances your high school experience. 
Parent Involvement
Welcome parents!  Parent involvement is a critical component of the LPS Academy experience.  You are partners with our teachers, our counselor, our administrators, and our community partners; together we provide a dedicated team approach to meeting the needs of our students and ensuring their success. Communication is very important in LPS.  Always feel free to call us with questions or concerns.  Likewise, our teachers will notify you promptly with any concerns at school.

In the past, LPS parents have helped with food sales, accompanied us on field trips, arranged for guest speakers, or donated materials and supplies to the academy.  Needless to say, we always appreciate support of any kind from parents.  Please call us with your ideas!












Why be part of an academy? 
Certified pathways (when silver or gold) support all of the following:


*Any late term enrollment into the LPS program is at the discretion of the LPS team.





Enrollment Agreement
Law & Public Service Academy
Pasadena High School

I/We understand the requirements to receive the Law & Public Service medallion.

I/We agree to abide by all of the rules and regulations of the Law & Public Service Academy at Pasadena High School.


	Student’s Last Name


	First Name 

	Student’s Signature
	Date



	Parent/Guardian’s Last Name
	First Name



	Parent/Guardian’s Signature


	Date

	Student’s Email:


	Parent/Guardian’s Email:


	Parent/Guardian’s Home Phone:


	Parent/Guardian’s Cell Phone:




												
						                                          			
Received By:	      							             Date:
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